




BASIS Independent Schools 
WHO WE ARE
The following pages highlight the unbounded opportunity that is available 
to your child(ren) as part of the BASIS Curriculum Schools community.

The BASIS Curriculum, established in 1998, was founded on the premise of the answer 
to a simple question: What happens when world-class academic standards, those 
upheld in the best education systems around the globe, are combined with the spirit of 
American creativity and the entrepreneurialism that is so deeply woven into the fabric of 
our culture?

The answer came with the launch of the first BASIS Curriculum School in Arizona, 
which became the driving force behind our growing network of independent 
schools—serving students from preschool through grade 12 and regularly lauded for 
both top academic performance and student satisfaction. Our program, rooted in 
the liberal arts and sciences with advanced STEM offerings, is designed to cultivate 
children’s abilities to acquire new skills and competencies, and build the foundation 
for a bright future with unlimited potential. While the BASIS Diploma ensures deep 
content mastery in all disciplines, what makes it notable is the challenge and 
opportunity it offers to students, to stretch the limit of what is possible, combining 
information and knowledge in innovative ways, fueling discovery of self, the world 
around them, and the world that doesn’t quite exist yet. 

Today, there are 13 BASIS Curriculum Schools including six domestic schools in 
California, New York, and Northern Virginia; and seven international schools throughout 
China and Thailand. BASIS Independent Schools is part of Spring Education Group, 
a multi-brand network providing superior private school education from infant care 
through high school. Spring Education Group spans 18 states across the U.S. and brings 
together some of the best private school programs in the country, with a proven track 
record of educating children through unique and carefully crafted curricula. 

The following pages tell only the partial story of BASIS Independent Schools. We 
invite you to immerse yourself in our community. Explore our website, sign up for an 
Information Session or Open House, or talk to our parents, students, and teachers. What 
you will find is an intimate learning community preparing students to be participants, not 
spectators, in the 21st century world of commerce and innovation.



Designed to Set the Pace of Global Education

BASIS Independent Schools 
MISSION

Our mission is to educate students to the highest international levels with a spiraling liberal 
arts and sciences curriculum benchmarked to the best education systems in the world.

 
Our advanced curriculum, unmatched in breadth and depth, prepares students 

with the content knowledge, critical thinking, and self-advocacy skills needed to be 
successful throughout their education and well beyond. 

Our passionate, expert teachers are unwavering in their belief that with hard work, the 
right support, encouragement, and inspiration, any child can excel.

 
We are committed to a joyful learning culture where hard work is celebrated and 

intellectual pursuits result in extraordinary outcomes.

OUR SCHOOL



BASIS Independent Schools 
PHILOSOPHY
1 | Opportunity is defined in global terms

We commit to teaching our students to the highest international standards, those upheld 
in the best education systems around the world, so that our students can succeed in the 
best universities and compete in the global marketplace.

2 | Accountability drives improvement
Our schools use the insights gleaned from network-wide student performance 
data to sustain and continually optimize learning outcomes for our students.  

3 | Connection leads to mastery
The BASIS Curriculum is carefully calibrated so that in every discipline and at every 
grade level, students are appropriately challenged and excited by their learning, and 
each year builds upon the next in  preparation for the challenges to come.

4 | Mastery empowers excellence
We teach our students to achieve mastery of the foundational academic disciplines 
and competencies to empower their future lives and careers.  With the unwavering 
support of the faculty, students will face demanding challenges and celebrate 
extraordinary victories as they learn and uphold excellence.

5 | Thoughtful application of technology optimizes learning
Our use of technology is highly focused and ensures curricular decisions and 
innovations are driven by our teachers. We believe technological competency is a 
necessary skill to thrive in our modern academic, professional, and personal lives.

6 | The teacher-student relationship nurtures success
The dynamic interaction between teacher and student cannot be understated. Trust and 
respect between teachers and students are essential ingredients in academic success.

7 | Perspective creates opportunity and responsibility
Diverse perspectives are challenged and tested in an environment of informed thought 
and collegiality. By engaging with a variety of global perspectives, our students are 
empowered to make their own decisions about how they will navigate their world. 

“ Our goal is to provide students with certain tools for them to succeed in life. In 
addition to sparking our students’ interest in the subject, we want them to be actively 

involved in the learning process and learn to become inquirers. A great teacher shares 
the passion of learning and fosters a growth mindset in students.”

� Ms. Wendel, Subject Expert Teacher, Math



Passionate Experts Who Inspire

TEACHERS

“ I enjoy teaching at BASIS Independent Schools because I get to share my passion for 
reading and language with inquisitive students who are eager to take on new cognitive 

challenges. Together, we can explore curricular topics through rich,  
idea-centered discussions.” 

� Ms. Caroline Kushner, Subject Expert Teacher, Humanities



Subject Matter Expertise & 
PASSION IS FUNDAMENTAL
The spark of a masterful teacher who loves the material is a key driver in 
student success and ignites a love of learning in every student!

We believe academic degrees or experience in disciplines taught, and passion for 
that subject, are the most important tools for inspiring deep content understanding 
in students. Our selective hiring process—which includes a Teacher Demo with our 
students —screens for candidates who demonstrate excellence in teaching, are 
committed to sharing their expertise, and are dedicated to helping students become the 
best versions of themselves.

Some faculty members have been teaching for years in college preparatory or university 
settings. Others are leaving a research lab or corporate job to share their experience and 
applied knowledge in the classroom. 

However different their route into the classroom may be, expertise and passion are the 
unmistakable common denominators among all our teachers.

Ask any of our students what makes their school different and they will tell you, “the 
teachers.” The foundation of our culture and the success of our students lie in the 
hands of our expert, passionate, dedicated faculty. Our teachers light a fire in the heart 
and mind of every student, leaving an indelible mark on their scholastic experience. 



Student Satisfaction Drives 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Learning at the highest international levels is hard work. Our teachers strive 
to make it rewarding.

Our world-acclaimed academic program asks a lot of our students (we know they can do 
it!). Our teachers work hard to help students understand that success in school isn’t about 
being the best, it means giving your best and discovering the joy that learning has to offer. 

BASIS Independent students are both among the highest achieving in the world and among 
the most satisfied with their teachers.
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Good Teachers Learn From & 
SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER
Our teachers apply new techniques, evolve, and collaborate  
toward the best outcome for their students. 

Our teachers’ network of professional support is one of the benefits of teaching at 
BASIS Curriculum Schools. New BASIS Independent teachers participate in a summer 
training institute designed to onboard and introduce new hires to the curriculum and 
culture of BASIS Curriculum Schools. Both new and seasoned teachers participate in an 
ongoing peer-mentoring program and collaborate with Subject Advisors (SADs), other 
experienced teachers, and on-site managers. SADs are typically veteran faculty who 
are the gatekeepers to their discipline's core curriculum. SADs partner with teachers to 
brainstorm ways to optimize their teaching techniques, including new ways to present 
material to students that are challenging, fun, and meet learning objectives. The sharing 
of best practices between SADs and the peer network of other Subject and Learning 
Experts extends worldwide for a global perspective to education.

Autonomy + Accountability =  
OUR MODEL FOR STUDENT SUCCESS
The balance between autonomy in the classroom and shared 
accountability is what maintains consistently high academic quality 
across all BASIS Independent Schools.

While we set standards for the scope and sequence of instruction, our teachers have the 
autonomy and freedom to develop their own way to meet them in line with these shared 
classroom principles:

1 |  With hard work, dedication, and the support of parents and teachers, children can 
achieve more than what is typically expected of them.

2 |  Instructional time is precious. Every minute of every class should be filled.

3 |  Mastering the basics is the precondition for going beyond them.

4 |  Homework, as long as it is an extension of what is being learned in the classroom, is 
valuable. Practice leads to mastery.

5 |  Summative tests that assess content mastery and learning skills (BASIS Curriculum 
Schools Comprehensive Exams and the College Board Advanced Placement® Exams 
for example) are foundational for learning.

6 |  The evaluation of teacher performance is based both on classroom instruction and on 
student learning results on assessments.

Advanced Placement® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, 
BASIS Independent Schools.



CURRICULUM
Academics Unmatched in Breadth and Depth

“ Teaching at BASIS Independent Schools is unique because of the respect and autonomy 
given to both teachers and students. Teachers are free to create challenging curriculum 

that pushes our students towards the real work of deep critical thinking, forming their 
own opinions, and analyzing real evidence for themselves. It is through this work that our 

students are prepared for life” 

� Mr. Aaron Betcher, Subject Expert Teacher, English



WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN TO BE 
READY FOR A 
WORLD STUDENTS 
HAVEN’T YET 
EXPERIENCED?
This question drives the continual 
optimization of our well-rounded, globally 
benchmarked curriculum designed to 
inspire mastery and excellence.

By challenging and equipping students with deep 
content knowledge and keen organizational skills, 
we’re helping them become more confident in their 
intellectual abilities. Ultimately, the BASIS Diploma 
prepares students to be participants, not spectators, 
in the dynamic, exciting, and unpredictable world of 
the 21st century.

We fundamentally believe in setting a high bar 
for students and supporting them as they work 
through advanced coursework towards mastery. 
Because of our liberal arts and sciences curriculum 
and the expert teachers at the helms of our 
classrooms, students with a BASIS Diploma are 
positioned to be positive contributors on a global 
scale. They develop the grit necessary to face the 
unknowns of the future with adept problem-solving 
and ingenuity, and grow to love learning and the 
pursuit of deeper understanding. Our students 
know: with great challenge comes great reward.



The BASIS Curriculum Sequence 
EARLY LEARNING TO HIGH SCHOOL

DISCOVERY & FOUNDATION
Our Toddler, PreK–1, PreK–2, and Transitional Kindergarten (TK) Programs encourage early learners’ natural 
propensity to question, create, and discover. We provide an enjoyable, intentional learning experience 
rooted in early literacy and numeracy. Our curriculum exposes students to everything from social studies 
to self-care skills, movement, mathematics, Mandarin, and expressive arts. Teachers with expertise in early 
childhood education facilitate opportunities 
for children to thoughtfully and purposefully 
interact with materials and use their 
imagination and creativity.

For those students not ready for our 
kindergarten class, our transitional 
kindergarten (TK) program (available in 
Fremont, CA) provides a thematic, hands-on, 
comprehensive and content rich curriculum 
that builds skills and offers social emotional 
and academic advancement. Kindergarten 
builds on the love for learning instilled in 
PreK to lay a strong foundation for success 
in the years to come. Our kindergarten 
program is focused on formal, foundational 
learning, with the curriculum facilitating 
opportunities for children to interact with 
academic, physical, and social concepts in 
goal-oriented activities throughout the day. 

Students in the Early Learning Program are 
taught in the same classroom throughout the 
day by two teachers, with specialists that join 
the class  for specific content instruction.

EARLY YEARS � TODDLER PROGRAM–KINDERGARTEN

TEACHING TO LEARN
The curriculum in the Primary Years emphasizes the 
connections between the seemingly discrete subjects 
of humanities, math & science, engineering, performing 
arts, music, Mandarin, fine arts, and physical education. 
Students have a dedicated weekly 85-minute period 
called Connections: a scenario-based, hands-on learning 
experience designed to fuel creativity, ingenuity, and 
social skills like teamwork and patience.

Beginning in grade 1, students move from class to class and 
have two teachers present for nearly all subjects. A different 
Subject Expert Teacher (SET), who often has an advanced 
degree in their field, leads instruction of content for subjects. 
Students’ Learning Expert Teacher (LET) guides them to 
each class, focuses on effective pedagogy, and co-teaches 
with each SET. 

The symbiosis between the SETs and LETs facilitates a 
rapid transition from a focus on foundational skills and 
knowledge to independent thinking, active learning, and 
application of knowledge by emphasizing connections 
between disciplines and reiteration of key concepts 
throughout the curriculum.

PRIMARY YEARS � GRADES 1–3



THINKING FOR  
PROBLEM SOLVING
The High School Years offer students 
unprecedented exposure to high-level content and 
the creative critical thinking opportunities typically 
reserved for university-level studies. Under the 
guidance of passionate Subject Expert Teachers 
who are deeply invested in their success, students 
gain the best possible preparation for college and 
hone skills and habits that stay with them long 
after graduation.

In core disciplines, Honors is the minimum level 
offered, with a large percentage of courses taken 
at the Advanced Placement level. Many schools 
reserve AP® courses for their top performers’ final years in school, but we require AP course work in all 
core subjects of all students, beginning in grade 9. Students further develop their ability to think and work 
independently in post-AP courses and independent research projects.They also participate in a year-long, 
daily college counseling seminar in their senior year designed to help them find the right school and ready 
their applications.

The senior year culminates in a three-month, off-site Senior Project, proposed and constructed by students 
under the guidance of an internal faculty advisor and an external professional specialist in the field of the 
student’s choosing. Students apply their academic content knowledge in a professional or research setting 
and demonstrate individual accountability along with problem solving skills. BASIS Curriculum graduates leave 
our program prepared to be leaders in college and  beyond.

HIGH SCHOOL YEARS �
GRADES 9–12

Note: Each school offers different grade levels. Please check with your local BASIS Independent School for their offerings.

KNOWLEDGE AS  
A TOOL
Students in the Intermediate Years complete a 
rigorous schedule in all core disciplines including 
separate, concurrent science classes (physics, 
chemistry, and biology), economics, world language, 
and a course in logic. Students choose an elective 
beginning in grade 6 and world language option 
in grades 7 and above. The spiral of the BASIS 
Curriculum is essential and highly apparent in these 
grades, particularly when it comes to the revisiting 
of concepts in the sciences in greater depth, as 
students prepare for entry into Honors and Advanced 
Placement® (AP) level coursework.

Students take advantage of student hours and 
witness the impact that being prepared and 
developing good study skills has on their education. 
While self-advocacy and executive functioning skills 
are emphasized in all grades, they are of particular 
focus in the Intermediate Years.

INTERMEDIATE YEARS �
GRADES 6–8

FROM CONCRETE TO ABSTRACT THINKING
The Bridge Years transport students from their foundational years to an intermediate program focused on 
mastering basics necessary for an advanced curriculum, which focuses on attaching concrete thinking to 
abstract thinking: students transition from reading comprehension to interpretation, from data collection to 
data analysis, and from mathematical calculation to mathematical reasoning. Grade 4* features a spiraled 
curriculum taught exclusively by Subject Expert Teachers. In addition to core disciplines, grade 5 coursework 
includes Classics, two science classes, and Latin.  Student support takes the form of student hours and one-
on-one support with deans, as well as study hall, 
which provides students with the opportunity to 
connect with teachers or work independently. 

*While there is a Learning Expert Teacher (LET) in grade 4, the 
LET is not present in every class and focuses on building student 
independence and self-reliance as they prepare students for 
grades 5 and above.

BRIDGE YEARS � GRADES 4–5



THE SENIOR YEAR
The very last year at BASIS Independent Schools is a bridge from traditional 
classroom learning to applying knowledge in a real-world context. 
Most students have their Advanced Placement® (AP) courses and graduation 
requirements nearly completed. Students' senior year schedules typically consist of:

�  A daily college counseling course
�  College-level capstone and post-AP® courses
�  The Senior Project, a unique, three-month-long opportunity to independently pursue   
    their own research interests

Spotlight on the Senior Project
The Senior Project is an independent, student-led project and the culmination of the 
BASIS Curriculum high school experience. After three and a half years of academic 
preparation in high school, our seniors are ready to spend the last trimester of their high 
school careers applying their skills and knowledge to develop a project that is insightful, 
academically rigorous, and highly professional in nature. Students work with an internal 
BASIS Independent advisor and an external mentor, such as a lab director, entrepreneur, 
or researcher, and are required to blog about their experiences. The Senior Project 
culminates in a presentation of their findings to the entire school community. This event 
is a great source of pride for our whole school, a perfect capstone to the high school 
experience, and inspiration for students to come. Have a look at some of the impressive 
Senior Project work from the 2019 graduating classes at BASIS Independent Brooklyn, 
BASIS Independent McLean, and BASIS Independent Silicon Valley:



Senior Projects
SPOTLIGHT

A Color-Filled History

ABSTRACT: Colored pigments are the base of most artistic materials. 
This makes them a significant piece in art conservation and restoration 

when trying to protect, fix, authenticate, date, or understand different pieces 
of art. In order to gain a better understanding of the materials in question, 

the Library of Congress has started an effort to describe and map the creation, 
sale, and use of different pigments over time. This project will attempt to complete one piece 
of this endeavor: the color yellow. It will focus on collecting data on a number of the pigments’ 
attributes, including physical and chemical characteristics, use, origin, and movement from 
historical accounts, reports, and scientific experiments. It will ultimately be compiled into a 
report and accompanying visuals that will provide a better understanding of the pigments and 
their history, and act as a guide for future studies. 

Internship Location: Library of Congress, Preservation Research & Testing Division 

Lieselotte D.

Protesting with Music: The Politics of 1960s Folk and Rock
ABSTRACT: Music has long played a tremendously important role 
in American culture. Is it fair to assume then, that if popular music is 

suffused with political messages, songs are an effective form of political 
expression for social change?

The anti-Vietnam War protest songs of the 1960s encapsulate this question 
well. Musicians like Phil Ochs, Pete Seeger, and Joan Baez would craft songs 

denouncing American participation in the War and perform at anti-war demonstrations. 
Through a deep dive into secondary source literature and archival materials documenting 
these protests and the climactic decade in general, I hope to gauge the political consequences 
of these songs and better understand music as an expressive medium. It is also interesting 
to consider the influence that marketing had during this time period, and how advertisers 
employed the counterculture aesthetic and feel to sell clothing and other products.

The music of musicians like Curtis Mayfield, Nina Simone, and Sam Cooke are undoubtedly 
more relevant today than the anti-war music being released at the same time. Especially 
considering the protests presently taking American cities by storm, songs that discuss the 
mistreatment of Black people in America and the need to protest against racism remain just 
as current as the day they were composed.

Sahm S.

BASIS INDEPENDENT McLEAN
ATTENDING: VANDERBILT

BASIS INDEPENDENT BROOKLYN
ATTENDING: TUFTS UNIVERSITY



Senior Projects
SPOTLIGHT

Building a Humor Detection Model

ABSTRACT: For my Senior Project, I will be researching artificial intelligence 
(AI) at Clarabridge, a leading software company in advanced text analytics. The 

purpose of my project is to build a humor detection model. Identifying humor 
adds another skill to Clarabridge’s wide range of offerings, which already includes 

sentiment analysis, emotion recognition, intent detection, and predictive analytics. 
Adding a model that can detect humor would enhance Clarabridge’s understanding of customers’ 
feedback in surveys, customer service calls, emails, and social media platforms, helping create a 
better customer experience for users. Moreover, key concepts and findings from building this model 
could be extraordinarily useful in related natural language processing classification models, including 
irony and sarcasm detection. To complete this project, I will first implement a Flask application 
service that can be deployed using Docker to train machine learning models, make predictions, 
and test trained models using k-folds cross validation. Through experimentation as well as 
individual research in this rapidly advancing field of machine learning, I aim to explore the strengths 
and weaknesses of each approach. By the end of the project, I hope to have gained a thorough 
understanding of humor detection using AI. I also hope my humor classification model achieves a 
high performance and helps Clarabridge better analyze the feelings and emotions of customers.

Internship Location: Clarabridge, Inc.

Ethan H.

Internship Location: Library of Congress, Preservation Research & Testing Division 

Priti R.
The Asteroid Apocalypse: Understanding the Media’s 
Representation of the Asteroid Threat and Developing  
Orbit Determination and Prediction Algorithms

ABSTRACT: The purpose of this project is to analyze public perception 
regarding high impact asteroid threats and develop algorithms for asteroid orbit 

determination and prediction. First, I conducted online surveys based on news article 
passages and simulations to better understand public perception and concerns regarding asteroid 
threats and impacts. By providing stimuli from various sources, such as NASA, SETI, mainstream 
media, and the government, I sought to understand the degree to which citizens consider asteroid 
impacts a serious threat and what style of presentation provides the most accurate representation 
of reality without creating unrealistic paranoia. Second, I identified the methods of orbit 
determination that are the most accurate and created a machine learning algorithm that predicts 
changes in the future. I applied these algorithms to numerous potentially hazardous asteroids, for 
which I can access their orbital elements over time. This was done by accessing datasets from CU 
Boulder remotely, as well as publicly available data from the Minor Planet Center. 

BASIS INDEPENDENT SILICON VALLEY
ATTENDING: STANFORD

BASIS INDEPENDENT McLEAN
ATTENDING: UC BERKELEY



BASIS Independent 
ALUMNI CONNECTIONS
Writers, scientists, scholars, researchers, humanitarians, actors, entrepreneurs, 
all united by the strong foundation of a BASIS Independent Schools education.

Our learning culture results in students who find success in a diverse range of fields—from 
acting to genetics, biochemistry research to journalism, and more. Our alumni regularly 
point to their school and their teachers instilling in them the confidence to pursue their 
diverse ambitions.

We know that the best curriculum and best teachers don’t just prepare students 
academically for what is to come, they prepare them for the world. BASIS Independent 
students leave with a profile of well-rounded interests, a global mindset that enables 
them to engage respectfully with people of different opinions and backgrounds, and an 
incredible work ethic.

Our alumni are a profound reflection of BASIS Independent Schools. They carry their 
desire to actively participate in the world around them long after they leave the walls of 
our classrooms.

BASIS Independent Alumni Connections is our alumni program 
designed with the clear focus on linking recent graduates, 
staff, and families together to open doors for graduates and 
build community. Our alumni do not field fundraising requests 

that are a hallmark of traditional alumni associations. Instead our graduates will benefit 
from a combination of communications, events, and resources designed to leverage the 
power of our BASIS Independent Schools network. In return we only ask alumni to “pay it 
forward” and help connect the BASIS Independent students who follow behind them with 
meaningful opportunities in the future.



A Community Supporting Excellence

CULTURE

“ The collaboration between the Learning Expert Teacher (LET) and Subject Expert Teacher 
(SET) is incredible. As the SET is teaching the main lesson, I (as the LET) am able to take 

small groups of students who may need additional support and give them the individual 
attention they need. Throughout our school day, I am able to assist in their social emotional 

learning, differentiate their assignments to either make their work more challenging or 
to show a different way to solve the problem. It has been a wonderful experience so far 

teaching at BASIS Independent Schools.” 

� Mr. Michael Kaponyas, Grade 1 LET



The BASIS Curriculum, our educational philosophy, and our teaching approach have 
combined to create a powerful culture shared among our schools. Culture cannot be defined 
in just a few words; rather, it is something to experience. When visitors first set foot in one of 
our schools, they know, unmistakably, that they are “in” a BASIS Independent School.  

Student 
SUPPORT

That Unmistakable 
FEELING IS BORN FROM:  
High expectations and the continual pursuit of improvement. 
The bar is set high for students and teachers, and continues to rise as it is reached. 
There is always a practice to perfect, an idea to put in motion, a process to enhance, a 
lesson to learn.

A culture of support and value placed on the learning process above all. 
When confronted with failure, our students forge ahead to find success with the 
support of their teachers and peers. Demonstrated resilience coupled with the passion 
and proficiency of our teachers fosters excitement, ambition, and energy within the 
learning community.

A deeply held sense of accountability and self-reliance. 
Teachers and students alike feel a sense of obligation to do the best for themselves 
and for one another. Our students develop a sense of pride and ownership over their 
education, and hold themselves accountable to navigate the challenging curriculum and 
leverage the support structures designed to help them achieve success.

As our curriculum is challenging, we offer comprehensive ongoing support to our 
students to ensure their success. Our educational philosophy is centered around student 
autonomy and self-advocacy, to help students gain the tools to identify when they need 
help and how to use the resources at their fingertips.

All teachers are required to hold weekly office hours that are available to students (and 
parents) who want to check in on progress, review content or homework, work on their 
skills, and more. Deans are assigned to a specific grade level, or group of grade levels, to 
regularly monitor student performance and proactively identify those who need support 
or are making exceptional strides.

If an individualized support plan is necessary, deans will meet with the student to assess 
and then employ a plethora of strategies such as extra teacher hours, peer tutoring, as well 
as executive functioning and organizational support.

Celebrating success and effort is a key part of how we demonstrate support for all of our 
students as they work to achieve their goals as scholars.



Events & 
TRADITIONS
When you become part of the BASIS Independent Schools family, 
you will find each of our campuses immersed in unique, locally 
rooted events and traditions. 

The events and traditions, which complement our content-rich curriculum, reflect each 
school’s distinctive community and values and play a pivotal role in inspiring students 
to deepen their current interests, discover new ones, and allow students to enjoy time 
together outside of the classroom. While our students are the primary trailblazers and 
influencers of many of the events, traditions, clubs, and social opportunities on campus, 
each of the schools within our growing network recognize the important role of our 
parents, faculty and staff to our school communities and encourage participation from 
all groups. 

Our annual events and traditions include everything from curriculum-based events, to 
seasonal celebrations and other fun activities that each serve to bring the community 
together to mark milestones, celebrate accomplishments, and much more. Together, 
our school communities celebrate joyful learning, curiosity, and the individual and 
team successes of our students and teachers. Learning brings us together, but it is our 
community that enhances the experience.

Some of the different types of annual events and traditions that occur across our 
network include:  

Seasonal Cultural Celebrations
Performing Arts Concerts

Field Trips
Grade-level Socials
State of the School

Homecoming
Field Day

Spirit Week
Student Talent Showcases

Fall/Spring Festivals
Back to School BBQ

Meet the Teacher
Prom

College Counseling Boot Camp
Senior Project Presentations

Family Summer Picnics & Carnivals
Pep Rallies

Fall/Spring Mixers
Award & Achievement Ceremonies

Project Week
Graduation Ceremonies

Family Carnivals
Spring Gala

International Day
Faculty/Student Competitions

Please check your local campus to get an up-to-date list of annual events and traditions.



Clubs, Sports, & 
ACTIVITIES
In addition to providing students 
with a rich academic experience, 
we recognize that academics and 
school enrichment activities are 
integrally connected to one another 
and are mutually beneficial.  

Enrichment opportunities not only help meet 
students’ academic, social, emotional, and 
physical needs, but they also offer a balanced 
learning experience that provides numerous 
opportunities for students to develop into 
whole, responsible, and enthusiastic learners. 

Our approach to sports promotes healthy 
competition and empowers students with the 
discipline, grit, and persistence to become 
leaders on and off the court. It is mastery of 
these skills that has led many of our student 
athletes to victory in a variety of competitions, 
large and small. Students are encouraged 
to create or help develop a program or club 
where they see a need beyond the offerings 
at their school. This entrepreneurship not only 
provides students with a sense of leadership 
and ownership within our community, but also 
results in the creation of many popular clubs 
from across our network of schools.

We are proud to offer more than 195+ clubs 
and 85+ competitive sports collectively across 
our network. The list below highlights some of 
the top clubs and sports:

Ballet
Basketball
Chess Club
Coding Club

Cross-Country
Drama Club

Engineering Club
Fencing

Martial Arts
Math Club
Music Club

National Honor Society
Speech & Debate

Soccer
Tennis

Volleyball
Please check with your local school for a complete list.



Unparalleled Outcomes, Unlimited Possibilities

RESULTS

“ By the time my students graduate, I want them to be strong writers–to not just understand how to 
structure an essay, but the process of brainstorming, outlining, drafting, and editing. These abilities 
to formulate, structure, break down, and understand an argument are hugely useful skills in college 

and graduate school, even in future careers, and it’s not one that is usually taught.” 

� Dr. John Hight, Subject Expert Teacher, History



Leading the World in
MATH, READING, AND SCIENCE 
The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA), administered by the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), is an exam given to 
15-year-olds around the world to evaluate critical thinking and applied knowledge in math, 
reading, and science. Memorizing facts and figures alone won't get students a high score.

Student performance on this exam speaks to the power of our program and the 
dedication of our teachers. BASIS Independent Schools are helping shape the future of 
education—a future where students build lasting bonds with teachers, learn at the highest 
international levels, and become active, contributing members of their communities.

2018-19 OECD TEST FOR SCHOOLS (BASED ON PISA)**

HOW DO BASIS INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS MEASURE UP?
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Average Score in Math, Reading, and Science

*BASIS Independent Schools compared with select participating countries. **BASIS Independent Schools’ results from the 2018–19 OECD Test for 
Schools. Results for all other countries and educational systems are from the 2015 PISA exam. The 2018 OECD Test for Schools was designed to 
enable international benchmarking against results from the 2015 PISA exam. 1 Refers to Chinese students from Beijing-Shanghai-Jiangsu-Guangdong.

� Performance in math, reading, and science � BASIS Independent Schools students are more likely to be identified 
as potential "world-class knowledge workers of tomorrow"

more likely than other U.S. students to 
score in highest performance levels6.5x

�  of U.S.  
schools, 
on average

�  of all schools 
in the world, 
on average



2019 AP EXAM RESULTS | PASS RATE* 

94%

BASIS Independent  
Schools

United States

59%

All Countries

60%

Advanced
PLACEMENT

2019 AP EXAM AVERAGE SCORE* 

BASIS Independent  
Schools

United States All Countries

122
Graduates in 2019

13.2
Number of AP

Exams per Graduate

93%
AP Exams Passed 

4.09 
OUT OF 5

Average AP
Exam Score

99%
 Graduates Earning 

Distinction as  
AP Scholars

BASIS 
INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOLS 2019 

GRADUATE
QUICK FACTS



2019 AP SCHOLAR AWARDS* 

Advanced
PLACEMENT

Administered by the College Board to promote College Readiness. Percentages are rounded to nearest whole number. 

*Unless where indicated, data is inclusive of ALL BASIS Independent Schools in 2019.

(Percent of AP Test Takers Earning AP Scholar Distinction)

National
AP Scholar

1%
21%

AP Scholar
with Distinction

8%
41%

AP Scholar
with Honor

5%

AP Scholar
11%

8%

11%

All AP Scholar
Award Levels

23%
60%

BASIS Independent Schools              All Countries



College Entrance
EXAMS

OUT OF
1600

BASIS 
INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOLS

U.S.
AVERAGE

1485
1059

2019 BASIS Independent 
Schools graduates consistently 

score higher on the SAT than 
the U.S. national average.

SAT ACT

OUT OF
36

BASIS 
INDEPENDENT 

SCHOOLS

U.S.
AVERAGE

34
21

2019 BASIS Independent 
Schools graduates consistently 

score higher on the ACT than 
the U.S. national average.



Sources: U.S. News & World Report Top 50 National Universities, 2017–19.  U.S. News & World Report Top 50 Liberal Arts Colleges, 2017–19.

2017–2019 BASIS Independent Schools 
Student Acceptances to Top 50 National 
Universities & Top 50 Liberal Arts Colleges 
(U.S. News & World Report)

2019 College
ADMISSIONS 46% 83%

TOP 25 TOP 50

ACCEPTANCE 
TO TOP COLLEGES

Amherst College
Boston College
Boston University
Bowdoin College
Brandeis University
Brown University
Bucknell University
California Institute of Technology
Carleton College
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
College of William and Mary
Columbia University
Columbia University, Barnard College
Cornell University
Dartmouth College
Davidson College
Duke University
Emory University
Georgetown University
Georgia Institute of Technology
Gettysburg College
Grinnell College
Harvard University
Harvey Mudd College
Johns Hopkins University
Lafayette College
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Middlebury College
Mount Holyoke College
New York University
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Occidental College
Pennsylvania State University
Pepperdine University
Pomona College

Princeton University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Rice University
Scripps College
Skidmore College
Smith College
Stanford University
Tufts University
Tulane University
Union College, Kentucky
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Chicago
University of Illinois, Urbana
University of Miami
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
University of Rochester
University of Southern California
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Wake Forest University
Washington University
Wesleyan University
Whitman College
Williams College
Yale University



McLEAN

MANHATTAN

FREMONT 
(Upper and Lower)

BROOKLYN

SILICON VALLEY

Grades 5–12
1290 Parkmoor Avenue 
San Jose, CA 95126
P: 408 291 0907

Age 2–Grade 12
8000 Jones Branch Drive 
McLean, Virginia 22102
P: 703 854 1253

PreK–Grade 12
795 Columbus Avenue 
New York, New York 10025
P: 347 305 4960

TK–Grade 5 (LOWER)
3300 Kearney Street
Fremont, California 94538
P: 510 573 3435

Grades 6–12 (UPPER)
39706 Mission Boulevard 
Fremont, California 94539 
P: 510 738 6003

PreK–Grade 12
556 Columbia Street
Brooklyn, New York 11231
P: 917 473 1615


